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King to condudt the King over Fordar. 
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E P ISTLE 


Reader. 


> Ord Reader, I ſhall requeſt 21; inexini. 


> &S Antichri 
S thee, if « anger 10 We, Cake, ou 
not to at myname. ron 1 pid _ 


s\ 45 (@) Truthit iy,” I bewe newer =-wn tore- 
& L written my name but withive wu ne 

FRE ſome degree of ſulinſs ja 

ever ſince One, that bore the ſame , but none vim nies ne 

of my kindred; nor of my Principles , "bath regu. © 

caſt a ſad blur ipon it. But this is ſome 

comfort , 


— 


The Epiſtle 
comfort, that though one Judas was a Trai- 
tor ,..yet the other Judas , who was, not 1(- 
cariot, 'was 4;4oyal Diſciple:'_ Dignyfius 
the Sicilian Tyrant, ator 25.3 
for his brutiſh Cruelty ; yet was not the Lo. 
gick of another Dionyſius , the leſs rational, 
nor the Areopagite, Pauls hearer and con- 
vert leſs Chriſtians ; © nor another Diony- 
ſius Brſbop of Corinth ', ſo eminent for 
Learning and Holineſs, the leſs accepta- 
ble , or the more ſuſpitious , becauſe a Di- 
onyfius, Good carriage and honeſt Prin- 
ciples perfume and ſeaſon bad names ; but 
bad names camnet canker good Manners, 
We may, and mu$t belp our ill Manners, 
but we cannot help onr ill names ; the Sir- 
nawe deſtending. by (birth: of chefleſh, and 
the Chriſten name by birth of the Spirit , 
and both before we know any thing of ether. 
Aud if one perſon amongſt 500; ; that ate 
Cognomines , .ſhall.be guilty of ome odious 
or audacious Crime , if any will argue for 
guilt upon all for bis ſake , he makes himſelf 
guilty of a Sophiſm in. Voce, called Ho. 
mony mia. Nor ſhall I grant mine to be 
bad, 


Dedicatory. 
bad, but only abuſed by one that had a ſhare 
in it, but then be abuſed. but his own ſhare, 
and not mine. Oiſporeothe Roman,when 
be was made Bilhop of Rome, 
his name to be ſomewhat nk De es 
bimſelf to be called Sergius, from which time 
(as a Writer ſayes) the Popes ftill changed 
their names at their entrance into the Sea. 
I would many years fence have changed mine, 
#ot ſo much for the ſound, but the reaſon 
reſet , only three t bings letted. 1, The 
anger I might bave incurred in the late 
times. 2. The cenſorious temper of too ma- 
ny, who would have woiced it a meer bu- 
mour. -3. 1 find that anciently ,. eſpeci- 
ally in holy Writ, names were changed, not by 
the parties themſelves, but by others ; and 
thoſe either Angels or Kings, Thus Abra» 
ham, avdSarab, azd Iſrael were alterations, 
at leafi additions - by, fugels. This alſa 
ſeemed uſuall with the | Chaldean Mo- 
narchs, 2 Kin. 24. 17. Or ſuch as 
were great uuder them, Daniel 1,7. Thus 
did Pharaoh, King of Egypt, call Joſeph, 
Zaphneth Paancah Gem. 41. 45: And 
wow 


The Epiſtle * 
wow before T take my leave , T ſhall declare 


in as few words as I can, what reaſons there 
werethat ſwayed me to the Kings (ide, con- 
trary te the earneſt perſwaſuons , and impor- * 
tunate ſolicitations of many men,who deſerved 
well of me, and ſome of them generally well- 
belowed in the Countrey, contrary afterwards 
to all hopes of Peace and Safety , much more 
of advantage or adyancement. And beſides 
thoſe obwnous arguments , which are in every 
mans way(if they will but open their eyes to 
ſee them \drawn from Scripture- Precepts,both 
of the old and new Teſtament, The Example 
of the beſt men in Scripture biſtories adhering 
to their Kings, aud tbe. worſt making 2 de- 
fetion from them ; Davids tenderneſs of 
tonching Saul , though appointed of God for 
bis immedate Succeſſor ; the expreſs and 
known Lawes, and Statutes of our Realm, 
which require 'all Loyalty; . Duty andO- 
bedience? The Oathes of Allegiance, and 
T think of Supremacy alſo taken by me 1wice, 
rf not thrice in one Univerſity , and as often _ 
gain 1a the other , and twice at leaſt beſides 
"pon other Occaſions, befedes all theſe ob- 


VIOHS 


Dedicatory. 
Gious , and more general inducewents, there 
were four more,wbich did exceedingly prevail 
with me. 1.The Kings Moderation, Chari- 
ty, Clemency, Candor, and Earneſt thirſt 
after Peace, and his dere to give ſatisfaGli- 
on,even-in things very hard aud unreaſonable 
to be defored of him , appearing in bis Re- 
monſtrances and Anſwers. 2. The Power 
of the {word being by their ſeeming humble 
petitioning for it of hin therein. granted to 
be bis, 1 thought .it worthy of a worle 
name than violence by force to wring it out 
of his hand, 3: Whereas IT had learn'd from 
my Parents, Teachers,and ſuch as were anci- 
ent,when I was young , that it was a foul 
Blur toany Family to be falſe to the Crown. 
(the expreflion then much ufed)] after alſo 
foundit was a main Argument Proteſtants 
had againlt the Jeſuited Romaniſts, viz. 
Seditious Praltices againſt Princes. And 
whereas that Argument ſeemed in this eaſe 
to be null , becauſe it was obſerved,tbat the 
moſt powerfull Preachers , the mo$t zea- 
lous Profeliar , the moſt exat .Refor- 
mers,did adhere tothe contrary Part, \and that 


(a) | many 


The Epiltle 


many perſons ſlack in Religion , and looſe in 
manners aid fide with the King Tothis I 
ſtill anſwered: 1.That the King bad many tru- 
ly godly with bim , that did not ſhew ſo to all, 
and the other party, many ſeemingly godly , 
which yet were not ſo. 2. That the King 
had alſo a conſiderable number of Profeſſors 
and Well-wiſhers to a thorough Reformation, 
and the contrary party a confiderable number 
of lewd debauched men, woid of Religion. 
3, That of thoſe many which ſeemed religi- 
ous, and friends of Reformation , there were 
two ſorts, ſome that diſcovered themſelves 
to be perſons , either far gone, or falling into 
Schiſm, and theſe were to me no ſtumbling 
block at all , becauſe their way is not the way 
of Chrift : For I know ſuch as made no con- 
ſcience of making a breach in the Church , 
would make no bones to make a breach in the 
State, and that having rebelled againſt Chriſt 
inthat great Law of lowve,they would probab- 
ly not regard the Law of Allegiance to their 
King, would afterwards, did in the face of 
the Sun. Butfor the other ſort of godly men 
and Well-willers to true Religion,l lookid up- 


on 


Dedicatory. 


on them , many of them, as men meerly galled 
and ſurprized, werily believing, that as they 
did abhor ſeparation from the ordmances , ſo 
they never deſired, but did abhor the deftru- 
Gion of the King , and his family, only they 
went on inthe War at firſt upon the old ſcore 
of bringing the K ing to his Parliament , &c. 

and yet taking up of Arms againſt the King 
upon any occaſion, is flatly againſt the Fudge 
went and the old printed Proteſtation of Non- 
conformiſts,that lived in the dayes of Queen 
Elizabeth, and King James of bleſſed Me- 

mory , who were abſolutely again# any taking 

up Arms again$t the King ; and ſure ſuch 

as lately bawe done ſo, cannot tell how to 

open their mouths againſt thoſe men. But I 
muſt not make the Porch too large for the 

houſe, My aim in ſhort,is, (though aweak and 
unworthy inſtrument \to do my duty as former- 

ly in ſuffering, ſo now by afiing within mine 

own Sphere towards the ſervice of the King , 

the Peace of the Kingdom , the honour of the 

Church, and the glory of God. To whom be 

glory for ever, Amen, 


July 17.1660. Thine more than his own , 
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AT THE 


THANKSGTIVING. 
MAY 24 1660. 


2 SAM. 19. 14. 


end he bowed the beart of all the men of Judah,even 
as the heart of one man , ſo that they ſent this 
word to the Xing , Return thou and all 
thy ſervants. 


J His day is a day of Thanksgiving , and 
SOll ſucha day ww deſerves a day of Thankſ- 
oiving , that after ſo im 
counterfeit dayes, inwhn Jn 
neſt, juſt and inteltigent heart had 
more cauſe to make them dayes of 
mourning, we have now a ttue 
and royal day of praife : the very 
though of them and mention is enough co ſmur chns true re» 


joycing day. And yer as Phyſicians make uſe of to 
cure diſtempers . NN ens Foils to ſer off Diamonds, 
and Limners Shadows ro ſer off beauty , ſo - thoſe - 
dayes will ſerve ro illuſtrate this day. dayes were 


often kepr for che 4 was done the King _ 
| | | is 


CrVY 
his truz friends, and for the proſperity of his enemies ; 
this day is kept mol}, fgr ,the King, and for all rrue Patri- 


ots,,. aud for. Parliartage.in's, fights 
daves ware kept. in (@ebehalf oh wialencihitur 
. yes. Fe, ml Fre.) "$4 [. ? \ 


+» % " 
—- 
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FRA t PORCINE ; 
weritinnet®chonmiberey! 
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dayes , -by which God hath been rather provoked than ho2 
noured;in which God hath been rather mockr, than praiſed , 
as ſome did manage them. God hath given us a day indeed, 
which coftumble at , would nor be renderneſs,bur rather guilr 
of. conſcience ; and this Text I have read to you, ſets before 
you in Text-Capital Lercers, the true matrer and occa- 
ſion of this Feſtival ; and I defire my heart may indite a good 
matter , whilſt I ſpeak of this matter ; and ſpeak of things 
rouching the King , and that iny tongue may be as the Pen 
of a ready Writer. 


This verſe in the Buxtorf Hebrew Bible is the fifteenth , 
Sy 25318 21, He, thatis, David, &c. wiN 
7717 The King by his'gractous meſſage , by Letter or De- 
claration, bowed, that is, ſo wrought upon the hearts of the 
'men of 7«dah ,thar all of them , probably the Elders or 
Repreſenratives, every one, Nemne comradicente : AS one 
man ,- no man diſſenting. Sent to the King, over che wa- 
cer , the flood Fordan ; Return thou; we humbly ſubmir to 
thy Kingly power , we are your Majeſties loyal SubjeRs , re- 
turn back to your Kinyly office , and all thy ſervants; we 
exempt none, every one with thee is welcome for thy ſake. 
Come with all thy Rerinue , and with all che honour that 
potſibly can be. | 
. How clear and full is the Parable berywixt the hiſtory of 
the Text , and the Hiſtory of the day ! as if theſe things 
mentioned in the Text, had been in ſome ſort Types or 
Shadowes (-which yet they were nor ) of thoſe things we 
ſee this day. 

* ©. Yeazhere is every thing in the Text that we rejoyce for 
in the day.” ' We rejoycern a King , and here isa King in 
the Text ; He, that is, King David ; We rejoyce in the 
Kings prevalency, and here 1s Davids prevalency, he bowed 
or inclined : we rejoyce in ſuch a prevalency as is with- 
- out compulſion, without force or blood, and ſo ir 1s here , 
He bowed the hearts, - We rejoyce in the SubjeQs hearty 
ſubjeRion, andin the peoples hearts co rheir King ;z and 
here is the peoples hearts , He bowed the hearts of the = 
B 3 0 


Mi & wici 


as range as 
vidi & vict. 


of Tudah, We rejoyce to ſee Allegiance and Loyalty 
bound cloſe together iti Unity , and here you read, He 
bowed their hearts as one mans, We rejoyce that after ſo long 
adiſftance there is now an intercourie ; here is the ame , 
they ſent co the Kinzz We rejoyce that there is not only an 
intercourſe , bur a tair correſpondency , nor that only , but 
an humble and keacty invitation , a clear and full reconcilia+ 
tion , a ready and cheerfull ſubjeAion and ſubmiſſion, Return 
thou and all thy ſervams with thee , ſo itis here. 

So that I cannor divide my Text , butTI muſt alſo difſe& 
the day. The diliribution of the firſt muſt needs be the | 
deſcription of the ſecond. 

To me there ſeems in both a fourfold complication-of 
a wonder and a bleſſing , of ſomething very firange, and 
ſomething very good, 

x1. Here is a bare meſſage conquering : a bleſſed kind of 
Conqueſt, and a firange kind of Conqueſt ; there is the 
complication of borh rozerher in the happy and firange 
operation of the Kings Meſlage or Letter, 

The ſecond Complication of wonder and neſs is in 
the hearts bowed : the. hearrs of all men are by nature ſtiff, 
fince the fall : The Jewes are eſpecially noted for hardneſs 
of heart, and after Apoſtacy from God, or Defe&ions from 
a King , mens hearts are (ill harder , yet the mens hearts 
were bowed, yea the men of fudehs hearts, yea, after de- 
fe&ions from David, 

The third range, bur happy fold or complication is of 
diverſity and unity ; the men of J«d«h were ſeveral and 
many , and yet their heart was one , their principles, their 
apprehenſions, and no doubt their affections were divers » 
and perhaps contrary , but now on a ſuddain upon this meſ- 
ſaze, though perhaps ſome might come with claſhing 
thoughts , allare bowed, all refolved one way. 

The fourth Complication is of an humble invitation after 
a ſtubbora defeion,and ſometime a ſeeming impoſſible re- 
conculation , Return thou and all thy , &c. | ax0y make but 
two general parts. | 


2. The 


W— AT 


——— — 


off peoples converſion to their King , «nd he bowed, 
&Cc.' '2,' The Kings reverſion to his people, Ac» 
turn theu' , 8c, Both theſe are ſer our by the cauſe ; of 
the” converſion, the canſe is the Kings Meſlsge to the 
people 3- the cauſe of: the reverſion is the peoples meſſaze 
ro the King, And here firſt we ſee bow like the Kings 
Method in converting his Subje&ts, is ro Gods in convert- 
ing ſinners, 


I ſpeak here of a reſemblance only , and that at a grear 
diſtance, For Creatures reſemble not God touſe the di- 
tinRion of Petrus de Alias in efſcndo F mperſeltione quid- 
ditativa, but in repreſentando © ratione reprefentativa 5 or as 
Bonaventure diſtinguiſhes , it is Not /imulitudo equiparantie , 
but 1m1it ations, therefore in divine grace eA#ſin di- 
tingutſheth berwixr operating and co-operatinz grace : Dems 
faith he, co-op:raxde perficit Quo operando intipit, And be. 
ewixe preventing and ſubſequent Grace , De; ( faich che 


Lib. de Gratia» 
& lib.arbic.c,7- 


fame Father ) _ nelentem prevent ut velit, wolentems ſub- Enchir.c. 32. 
/ 


ſequiter ne fruſtra velit. And as there is a diſtinQtion of oratia 


ducens & concomit ans ,8ratia excitans (7 adjuvarsgwhich makey Profp. epugr. 


Ber ſay,Conatus moſftri & cafſs ſunt [i non adjnvenur,& null; 64% 


ney excitentur, In like manner we tnay fay, Ds ds : 
ſphere,King David by his preventing, denencing ope- — & lie 


rating 2race ( for we do aſcnbs ro Kings Grace and favour} 
doth begin che work ot policical converhon and reconcilt- 
ation. He firikes the fult ſtroke rowards the falining the 
King and people roverher. Yer not working as God doth 
by any ſupernatural power over the wiil, by any inward 
infuſions , bur exrrinſfically as man works upon manby mo- 
ral perſwaſion. Only as Kings are called Gods becauic they 
are likes God in Supremacy, as higher than others ; in pover,, 
as tronger than others ; Gods in honour,as more noble than 
others ; ſo herein chey are like God , who loves us before 


we love him,and woes us before we ſeek to bim,giving before r Per, . 17, 


we ask , yielcing to us before we ſeek ro him, Thus doth 
King, 


King David in the Text ;- he firſt ſends to them, before they 
ſend to. him , ahd woes them to ſend to him , before 
they ſend ro himto come to them... He is not only 
In dignity , bur-firlſt 1n .benignic Hig not anly prece. 
dency in Honour ,/-2 bur P "In kindneſs... And: 
wharKing David doth.in the Text: King Gharlesthe, Sex: 
cond doth in the day;*:The firſt open- apd vifble ren-# 
deris his. He prevents tis Subje&s wich gracious tenders 
of Peace and Love. | He knows that Amer is PAC 
ſetellitium,, and that timer: oportet Ceſarem, ſed plus auligi. 
He that ſaid Agree with thy enemy quickly in the gate , hath 
caught his Majeſty to beg timouſly the work'of LÞ $3.5 oy 
and to be firlt at the gate for encrance”before-orhers could be 
ready to open them, And as he imitates God the Father inan 
ancecedent love, ſo God the Son in an antecedent Call. He 
Rands at the door, and — ragaeM He muſt _ be 2 very 
+ Sot, ot an envigys. man that will 'nor' ſay, chat the Kino 
' Wiſdome, Fayqur and Gooddeſs is mich ro be honoured - 
cherefare let his Majeſty have his, due H6nour , bur accord- 
ing to his religious atid ſelf-denying deſires, ler God be 
chiefly magnified in all this. A magnetical touch from 
- him is the firſt and principal cauſe 'of the King and the 
- Parliaments * mutual and ſiveer jartraftions of, and rendeh. 
towards; ane another, It is the God of Jove and peace 

i hath made Jove! and peace to. abound berwixt' King 
and Subje&ts,' It is the Lords doing , and is matvelous in 
our Cyes. 

Abigail was a vety prudent woman , 'and to be'com- 
mended highly for ber 'p dence ; and Davjd wanted not 
for language to do it , yet he choſe ro- afcribe; all prin- 
cipally co God.r Sims 5-34-Bleſſed be the Lind God of Iſra- 
el,which hath ſent thee this day to met me,” God by an'occult 
hand and a ftill voice ſends us upon many errands, and we 
perceive ic not. Whatis certainly crue of all men', is moſt 
fignally and emphatically rrue of Kings, Prov, 21, 1. The 
Kings heart 3s in-the hand of the Lord , as the rivers of 
waters, he turnerh ir -whicher ſoever he will.'. God hath 2 
ſpecial hand on the heart'of a King , as he hath a ” 

| a 


; hand ifi the ereting a King , and/a Fpecial hand in, (r- 
"vin a King,whictr 15*not done 'by-the:mulricide of an 
| hoſt ,.P/xl#4 33516, - and'therefore by che L»zd of -hoſtes!, 
:ſo'alſo-in quiding of ' aiKing/ He ruth} it asths tegts HE 
\waters5 thar is:; hedrovs a Charinol forie;: So thar ie (hall 
-pd ſiicha ay'y/ and'yeb-go by its-own natural inclination 
"roo. Afimificude, which ro my thoughts}, doth co the life 
ſer out tous Gods Providence ,' and over-rulinz' hahd con- 
curting with the freedome of our Wills , and activicy of 
our minds and ſpirits, 1 Forthewarers runs in a declining 
crench , the weight and the fluid humidicy carties ir on, but 
# previous hand prepares the trench, 2 7 So here, "9 
Well, -Blefigd be rhaq immortal arid wiſe! Engineer in 
heaven that thus guided che Kings heart to bow his SubjeRs 
. hearts 3 and next, Bleſſed be: che: Kim2s prudence and innate 
 ocodneſs x who hath {aved the: hedding bf ſo much Chti- 
- hath bland s' ns £lſe had: been-fhed , had ir-nor-this been 
-prevenced.-. Ang Jet us inyucare. theſa-two. Princes in Their 
imitation : Let us ſtrive to be firſt in offices of love, mercy 
- and peace; -- The feet of ſonie of the Kinzs enemies were 
ſwift.rb ſhed blood, Prov. 1.16. Their feet did run ro evil, 
_ and did make haſte to ſhed blood. /: The King that doth eruly 
' pacyi2@xe -for._ his-royal Father , did :not. defire''warre or 
bur was the moſt catneſt ſuicer for- perce to his 
own Subjeas that ever was. - 'I ſay the King, his f:er ate 
ſwift to ſave ſhedding of blood. Ler us learn to bz ſwift 
to ſave and deliver our Neighbours and brethren; ler us be 
quick to offices of Juſtice ; and offices of mercy, *Ler our 
feet to.dp good be as Hynds feet, Hab.3, 19, We'often 
read in. Scxiprure of a- Nane ergo 3 Now rherefore ; "that" is 
now preſently, ſpeedily,» 1 Sam. 6:7. \Nwnt ergo arripite, 
' as the vulgar Latin.Verite, Gen, 11, 3. \Faciamss lateres ; £6 
ro, let us make brick. 71371; P/alm gg. 0h come ler ws wor- 
. (hip. Beda renders it Feſtin are See whathaſte: Abraham made 
ir che-way and ork of  hoſpitalicy. (Genc18,v. 6.:- eAbrahans 
hafted tothe Tent ta Sarah y there wawhalte expreſſed” in 
his mocion;: umake  ready/quickly three meaſures of males ,, 
there was-haſte'in his command:- .. Am again e Abrahans 
. runs 


"x 


| the heard, there was haſte in expedition ; and 
——_ man hafted ro drefle ir: there was haſte in the 

repatauon, And David ſends word co the men. of Judeb, 
why are ye the laſt to bring back the to his houſe ? 


piety ſpicalicy 
fices of duty » fidelity , allegiznce, loyalty. In theſe ler us 
both rake and give example. 


PaRkT I. 


E come now to the firſt Complication of a wonder 
and a bleſſing, and thar is, a vigorious oe 
ſent from King David to: his ſubjefts the men of Jedeb, 
A meſſage full of grace, as taking no norice of their defeRi- 
on from him, A meſſage full of love and compliance, as 
ſeeking re-union and reconciliation - with- them, © There 
were _ ingredients that made ' this overture ſo” ef- 
fecual. h 
I. It was buta meſſage, it was not an army to invade 
and to inforce ; and yet ſure D«vid that was ſo beloved 
of God, that his very name ſignifyed beloved, could nor 
be ſo ill beloved of men , bur he might either for love, 
of money,or both have obcained- a ſufficient force amongſt 
the Guleadites, yea perhaps amongſt che Ammenites, 'He that 
was no only more ſafely but more kindly encertaind on the 
other hde of the water, amongſt rangers of another tribe : 
He char bad ſuch gifts and preſents ſent him , for the ſu- 
Renance of bimſeif and his people with him -, could not 
he have obrained an armed power ? But he makes uſe ra- 
ther of words than of fwords,and to ſend out his declaracion 
than to ſhoot Out his arrowes , or make proviſion of 
—_— —— racher mmm than dur 
6. Was one , whi me in 
amiad of that radar pt. yay eu wed er berg 
abye, fck minds,yehether fick of greif, or anger , or hate, or 
feare,a:e often cured by. words. Sure he thar :broughr chis 
mcfiage was a good man., and came with good 4 
| a 


(s) 
and deſerved of the men of Judah of oy reward, 

2. As it was no Worſe than a meſlage, ſo it was a 
gracious meſſage y not thundring our revenge and deftruRtion; . 
He mighr bave ſent a meflage of rerrour, and he that b:oughr 
it might have been the meſſenger of death, and have en- 
tred the Sanedrim with his cloaths rent , as 2 Sam. 1. 2. 
The Amalckzte came to Devid, But it was 'cveyz4'Muer, Zood 
tidings, ; 

et not like Rehoboamn's harſh anſwer, my licle finger 
ſhall be thicker than my fathers loyns , and I will make 
your yoake heavier , and I have rods in brine for you , [ 
will whip you with ſnakes or ſcorpions, every fitipe ball 
be a ſting roo, He conſidered nor , that co make him- 
ſelfſo thick and heavy was the way, not qnly to be quick- 
ly out of breath,borh he and his family , but to catch a 
fall; He ſhould rather have hearkned to gray then green heads, 
who could have rold him , that acerbitas imperi: brevitate 
ſepe compen'atur. But David was much wiſer in his meſſage 
than Rehoboam in his anſwer: For the returne to his meſſage 
was | Return? then ard all © c.] the returne to Rehoboam's was 
quite contrary, but no way juſtifiable , what pertion have 
we in David ? to your tents, O Iſrael ; an undurifull anſwer 
beſpeaking an ungodly and unrighreous rebellion. 

3. It was nor only a gracious meſſage,as free from indig- 
nation , but alſo a loving meſſage, as free from conceſta- 
tion , ſcarce an expoſtulation , bur ſuch a one as covers 
kindeneſs. q, 4. I hope you will not be che laſt in loyalty 
that are firlt in Conſanguinity. 

4. It was a meſſage from a King,nor from a fellow-ſub. 
je& y. and who knows nor that majeſty carries efficacy ? 
For where-the word of a King 1s, there is power. The 
wnrds of hinv that is the annointed muſt needs, like oile, 
finke into the hearts of the people, if they be not harder 
than an —_— bard,yet it prevails, Eraſmus ſayes 2 

ings word is like lis-hening,it melts not wax , but melts 
nd Aiotves che - — ; 

5+ Their own King, their own leige Lord , not a for- 
raizner, though in a forraign _— gota ſtranger, G—_ 


(10) 
exiled from his own home. Thus is He pater patrie , and ho 
ſhall not the words of a Father prevaile * Thus is he a 
terreſtrial God ( 1 have ſaid ye aye 901; ) and ſhall not 
his word as well carry a ſemblable efficacy,as well as his per- 
ſon carry a ſemblable majeſty ? * 

6. Their innocent and blameleſs King, of whom ir micht 
have been ſaid , as it was after of his Antitype , but nor 
ſo infallibly and abſolutely , hy ? What evil hath he done ? 
what colour had Ab/alom for the ſnatching the ſword by 
violence out of the hand of David ? If the Militia was 
truly Davids , why doth Abſalm by violence and fraud 
wreſt and wring it from him ? And if it was Abſa/oms, how 
then was David King , except he voluntarily quicted his 
power , and left himielf only a naked Ticle, 

7.Their aMiQed King;rthe Meſſage of an innocent Prince 
muſt needs carry a great firoke , but much more if under 
affliction, We often read of the beſt Princes that they have 
been ſome part of their reign , either in the beginning, oz 
inthe end thereof much afflicted, And beſides Princes, 
many other renowned perſons, Coſmo de Medicis,who next 
after his farher Jokannes, was the foundation of a great and 
renowned family, was the moſt honourable and famous 
Common-wealrhs man that ever had bzen in any memory 
before his time for Authority, Wiſdome, Juſtice, Riches q 
Liberalicy and Maenificence ; the firit part of his life yas 
full of troubles , he was exiled and frequently in danzer 
of death , bur after lived and governed moſt happily : 
He was happy in his ſon Perrus de Medicis, and in his 
Grand-child Lawrentins de Medicis: And 1I hope a branch of 
that family will flouriſh for ever, The greater the perſon, 
the greater the affliction , and the greater that is, the more 
ſhould their words move affe&ion. | 

$. Their injured King , injured by A#ſalom his natural 
ſon;injured by the men of Judah, his Policical ſons ; injured 
by his chief Councellour, Achitophel ; baſely uſed by Shimer; 
yea injured after many a&s of Grace and fayour, after great 
deliverances wrought for the people : Yer. g. And all the peo- 
ple were at ſtrife throughout all the Tribes of Iſfael , ſaying, 

, the- 


- 


IT! 
ehe King ſaved #s out of the hand of ouy enemics , and he deli- 
wored us out of the hand of the Philiſtins, and now he is fled out 


of the land for Ablalom , &c. 
Theſe eight ingredients mixt together in the Kings meſ- 


ſage , the body of the people being before well prepared by 


confideration , wrought very effectually to the removing 
of any Scirrhus from the hearts of the menof Judah, and 
ro make them ſo ſoft and tender, as ro bow and yield co this 
healing touch of che Kinzs hand in his "meſſage. 


Application. And have I not all this while been ſpeak- 
ing cf chings pertaining ro our King and Countrey? I thall 
only crave this clemency of =_ » that whilſt I make up the 
parallel, which I ſhall do as briefly as I can : you would nor 
eicher imagine that I diſparage you, as if your minds were 
ſo cull, as that you had not cone it already , .or that I 
fatter the King , in whoſe preſence, as I do not now ſpeak, 
ſo neither do I ſpeak beſides Truth , or beyond: ſobriety ; 
nor would I have you to 1mazine , that I; derra& from, or 
neglect in my ſpeech the Worthies aſſembled in this moſt 
honourable;free and happy Parliamenr,which ſhall be as fa- 
mous to poſterity for this wiſe, juſt, pious, loyal work of 
inviting home the: King with ſo much love and duty, as the 
Bran of another Parliament hatch been, and will be to all 
ages infamous fax celtroying.the gracious Father , and ex- 

ulfinz rhe hopefull Son, 1 call them Bran,becauſe they had 

en often fifred , and the workt was till left in the five. 

I pray you alſo let us bleſs God,zs we go along,for that it is 

the work of the day, as the parallel is work for the day : 
Verbum ſapientibus , a little ro the intelligent is enough, 

And bleſſed be God for the Kinrs Meſſage , that it was 
no worſe than a Meſſage. Had the Kings heart been ſer up- 
on revenge, he would have ſent in another ftrein. Let us 
nor flatter our ſelves,or undervalew this favour. The peace of 
thoſe two great Nations full South of us,mighthave begotten 
War againſt us; not would the Sord-men of wvo ſuch rich 
and populous Nations have been willing to receive a Quierms 
eſt,or to fit down as Reformadoes , when ſo juſt a cauſe, =_ 
C 3 ſuc 
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' ſuch go0d booties,and ſo well beloved a pay-maſter aad given 
incouragement, | ; 

2. Agracious meſlage , Blefled be our gracious God , 
and bleſſed of God be our gracious King. For be declareg 
he neither defires the blood , nor dammage of his people 4 
that he is ready to pardon , nay , to remove the reproacheg 
of them chat have reproachers. ; 

3. Which ſuffictently makes good the third thing , that 
it is meſlage of Ive and comfort , declaring a readineis,not 
only to pardon, but to beſtow , not only to forgive , bur to 

ive. 

: It was a Kings meſlage , and whatever of late years 
hath been a&cd or ſpoken in a tendency to eclipſe the 
dignity of that high office , yet the Scriprures, the Lawes 
and cuſtomes of all Nations have ever been to honour ir 
with the higheſt degree of humane honour. To ſpeak of 
regall dignity deſerves a day and a Tex by it ſelf, This is 
enough to why this meſſage ſhoutd be fo ſoreraign 
in operation, they are nextro God , and I will only men- 
tion that of 7 erru/lian: Reges in ſolins Des poteFt ate ſuit 4 quo 
ſ unt ſecund;,poit quem Primi,ante emnes C& ſuper omnes Deos & 

OMmines., 

5. Our own Kings meflage, True indeed; driven out by 
meanes of a ſubcule , trairerous Abſalom , a policicall ſon , 
per a policick *ebell , and fo forced to be as a ſtranger to 

is own people, and to go over Jordan for ſuccour and 
ſafety, 

6 Our blameleſlſe King , and on ( to-take in the two laſt ) 
our affliited injured King, 1 would ſpeake much upon 
this part, and my heart would indice with more life and 
2Feion then yet it hath done : and oh that I had feave 
from his Majefly to limb out his and His Fathers ſufferin 
But his very goodneſſe ſeems ro take me off , who in his 
jertcer to the noble Generall wiſhes that the memory of whar 
> paſſed may be buried in the world, and who heartily 
&cks the reconciliation of all. | 


PART 1T. 


(13) 


PART 11, 


Therefore come in a feiv words to the ſecond Complica- 
tion, Here are hearts bowed, and the hearts of ſuch as had 
been , if not aQive againſt David , yet nor active for 
him , and however the hearts of the latrer ſort might be 
and_ were flexible , yer nodoubt the other were more (tub- 


rnce. O07 
Obſer. That even Rubborn hearts , when before prepared *©/7% T+ 


and wakened by conſideration , may at laſt be bowed. », 5g. 
they wereftarcled and began to conſider what they had done 
in ſetting up Abſalom, and now when the meſlage comes, 
it ſerts them ri.hc , this warme meſſage , proceeding from 
an heart in which was kindled love and piety, thawed 
their hearts, and made chem begin to bz more gentle. 


Application, And here perhaps is not ſg full or cleare a 4pr1;, 


compliance bertwixr the hiſtory of the Text, and the hi- 
ſtory of the day. For as for the worthies of this Parlia- 
ment, I look on them as ſuch, whoſe hearts before the me(- 
ſage were internally bowed , '«r4:a97%5, but not @cy9 9e:cds 
not in outward expreſſion and declarative rill the meſſage 
came.At leaft there were hearty good wiſhes,this I believe no: 
man can doubt of well, this day is by their o:der. And bleiſed 
be the Lord for their choyce to that great work, and their 
meeting upon their choice,& their good enaing upon their 
aflembling , and their loyall reception of the Kings meſſage, 
and' their dutifulland gratefull returne made ro his Maje- 
ſty : andlet us keep the day joyfully, bur yer inoffenſively, 

he King , ng th a remperate and religious perſon, 
would -have all that love him rejoyce inoffenſively and in 
the fear of God ; andthe crue Chrillian way of rejoycing is 
with ſome coſt upon. externall expreſſions of joy, to beſtow 
2 fir proportion upon the poor, that they may rejoyce with 
us, that are intereſled with us in.the ſame bl 


@b/ern. Secondly ,, How the injuries offered to a Obſerv..2.. 


Sraciouss 


£0... SE 
gracious , loving and pious Prince by his own people, 
works ftrongly upon mens hearts, when ſeriouſly cone 
ſidered. 

1. The injuries of others cannot but ſomewhat affe& 
us, A man would be loth ro ſee a Turke wronged, Though 
man be fallen,and through his fall becomes injurious to men 
by bing firſt injurious to God, & though men are ofren inju- 
r10us themnſelves, eicher rhrouzh paſſion or covetouſneſs, yer 
they love not to ſee others to be,injured by others, buc will 
ordivarily either whiſper or exclaim again ir, ay 

2.But Seconcly off-red to a perſon of qualicy and deſerr., 
eſpecil'y to a Kinz is very intolerable in the thoughts of 
men, if mer. Yea ſuppoſe he were flage/lum De:,as many ty- 
rants we read of in Scrip-ure were ; yet they h:d honout- 
able ticles given them'o ſhew they were to be exempred 
from contempr , and conſequently from all other indigntcies 
and injuriz*: who more wicked then Neb:chain zum mera- 
morpho/ed,at leaſt degraded by a divine hand down to brui. 
tiſhnes , Gepoſed by Cod an: none but God , not only from 
his throne, bur his very reaſon, yet is be called more than 

.once the ſervant of God, J:r.25, g. Jer.27.6. which title is 
viven him not from his piety, but from his d13niry, not from 
his grace, but from his office. One askes th2 queliton hoiy 
David in thoſe hot countries ſhould be ſo cold, when old that 
no cloathes could keep him warme ; x K:#.1.1. Several rea- 

' ſons ar2 given by authors , as becauſe he was borne of ancienc 
paren's or .loſt much bloud in the wars, but Lyyanu from 
Rabbi Solomon ſayes it was ſor cutting off the skirt of Sauls 
g1rment. , But w- nced nt ſeek any farther for a rexſon,than 
the Scripture leads us to , which was old aye ; and for the 
ether his heart ſmote tim , hz was troubled in conſcience 
for what hz hid done, and if David was troubled in mind far 
cuttin2 off bur a ckirt,how would his conſcience have terrify- 
ed hi n,if he had cut off bis life. 

3. Bur then chirdly who. can with patience ſce injuries of- 
fered to a gracious and reli_ious King, gracious towards men, 
and religiovs towards Cod ? Ir was enouyh not only, to baw, 
bur "ro brerke the heart of the men of Ju14h to think that 

. Dav 14, 
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David , who had be2n their Deliverer , ſhould want a Deli- 
verer , and he that ſaved them ſo often from fiying and exil:, - 
ſhould now flee , and become an Exile, that the tweet Sin;er 
of 1ſrael ſhould be a ſad Mourner out of 7/rae/.That he who 
by his ſveer rouch upon the harp was abke to drive away the 
Devil from Sax/, ſhould himſelf bz driven away by the devil 
of rebellion, It could not bur peirce their hea:ts 10:think , 
that ſo noble a Champion as ſlew Golrahgthe glory and con- 
fidence of the Philijtins , and in cutting off his head , dil 
quite cutin pieces, or break their body, ſhould being rh: 
head ,: be divided from the body of his people by an Ab- 
ſalom,the ſword inde2d of Gods wrath acainit him and them, 
That he that was ſo $004 natured , as to- bewail the death of 
Saxl, 2 Sam. 1.12. his implacable adverſary, and the deuh 
of Abſalom ti; traicerous ſon ſhould not be ſooner thoughe 
on, nor find ſo much good nature amongſt his own people, 
as to be ſooner ſoughe to for a return , yea,yer more,ſo re- 
ligious , as hewas,evenone of the moſt excellent and glori- 
ous inſtruments of -God, in-penning a part of the holy Scrip- 
ture. Inſomuch, that along in the Ticle of hiz Pſalms it is 
Miſmor le Dev'd , a Palm to David, forthe 2 ordinarily and 
primarily is uſed;8 the LXX.ftill render ic T Avid To thew 
they were not Pſalmes of David ranguam auitoris, but 
tanquem Scriptoris , and that they were dictated to him by 
the Holy Ghoſt. Thata man fo acquainted with God, thac 
he was one of the mol ſpecial Receptacles of the ſpi:ics 
in-brea:hinz,ſhould not find a Receptacle to breach in with- 
in his own territories. 


Application, Icanthink no other, but that the ſufferings 
of Charles the Firſt of glorious memory , and the ſuffer- 
ings of Charles the S2cond, our preſent muniment and or-: 
nament next under God and Chriſt ,” have made adeep im- 
preſſion upon the hearts of all that are men, Buc ler us 
Kill acknowledge to the glory of our gond God, that as the 
bowing of hearts is the unpreſsion , and both his Majellies 
and his royal Fathers ſufferings are the ſeal, ſo the divine 
hand is that chiefly which. hath both: ſer to, and © ſer 

5 ' home: 
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home the ſeal, that the impreſiion is made ſo deep upon all 
7 ct kim the, MENS hearts. And ſecing ir is ſo,thar the * greateſt of Martyrs, 
vreareſt of £6 firſt that ever reigned over us of thatname, is nor only 
Martyrs, be- out of the reach of his enemies malice , bur our of the reach 
cauſe others of his friends gratitude , who can as lictle now do any thing 


ſaffec only in i D oanſt him. ord 
—_—— Re. {Or HIM. , as the other can do againſt hi The Lord give 


wh .; Coall men that ſpirit of ingenuicy , that befides whar al- 
_ _ lecance and love they pay our dear Soveraign for his own 
Re'igion and. ſake, they would alto pay that to him , which could they 


morsl Juſtice, reach him , they would think due ro his glorious Father. Ir 
and humanc - 


ſocie 35 


being all th: reaſon in the world , that he who ſo jultly 'and 
happily inherits his Farhers Throne , ſhould alſo receive his 
Fathers debrs-owing to him. 


I cone to the third Complication of Diverſiry and Uniry, 
Many min, ani yet wnanimens, They were all as one man”, 
becauic not one ciTented, Afrer the bowing and melrin 
of nears, follows knitting and ſorthering of heares. And 
conſidering what way they had flood under, it was a 
wonder : con:idering what good produced ; it was 
a Blzfſing, a Mercy, Andto ſpeak but as it is , there is no 
ſothering without melting, nor will mens hearrs bs eafily 
joyned mn unity , that are not firſt melted by humility, 
As Pride 1s the c-uſe of Contention, and Separation and Di- 
viſion, ſo Humilicy is the cauſe of union and'conjunRion, 
And thus | have -an opportunity to make a tranſition from 
the cauſe cf the King to the cauſe of the Church, Bur I doutr 
whether there can be any tranſition , ſirhrhe cauſc'isthe very 
ſame , or at leaſt ſo nearly connext that either the fall or rite 
of the on2,mult be the fali or riſe of the octher, Uniry, whe- 
ther in Church or Stare, is, in my eye, the moſt glorious 

and happy thing that is upon earth, This makes the Pſalmiſt 
cry out, Palm 132.1. Quam bonum & 1ncundum | good 
and pleaſanc, Many things are good that are nt et preſenc 
very delighciome , as faſting, weeping, mortificarion , ſelf- 
denyal, ſuffering. ., And many things are pleaſant which are 
not 850d , as many thin2s dleaſing to the fleſh whichpleaſe 
not God , but Unity is both : ſp greatly good, and ſb grear- 


. ly 
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tomgly acyhat the./Nſal-milt cannot. expreſs it ; How good ! 
x5 the: praify of, the, primitive Chrltins, , Aﬀts iP 32, 
The waldertude, were of eng heart, and one mind. Ons com- 
munis {, briſtus,.y '&. anus communis Sumpturgas Ambroſe laith. 
Orixepobſerves out, of 1 Cor.,9.24. Thar though 40 an earth- 
Jy caremliruns and only.one of all obrains the prize ; yet in 
the heavenly race, all that run,obtain: and yer theſe are in the 
Protaſis called One. Origen in Hom, There is none lo fic 
to bear rule as they. to whom God hath given borh ability and 
faculry- to make peage: with, a defire to do. it. Moſes that 
did keep, rule betwixt the tyyo Hebrexs , Cidafterwards bear 
Tule aver the Hebrews, Bieſſed-is thar land like to be,whoſe 
King is a Peace-maker,, that hath much praiſed it in for- 
raign Kinzdomes and States , whoſe delight is to bow mens 
hearts. to-unity. Who ſo fir tobe a Moſes in 1(rae! ? and 
 Whoſo fir to govern the Churchzas they that are true She- 
pherds and- not; wolves, and keep ths flock from. bzing 
ſcattered , and-torn inpieces., of ule endeavours ſo to do ? 
There is {o near a Tye berwixt ens & aun , thac when any 
thing looſes its _ ir hazards it entiry , eſpecially then . 
when much of the. being, is aggregative, and conſiſts ,in che 
cloting of feverals/into one... And: were it ſo. that Chriſtians 
had the true love. of God in their hearts ,. there. would be a 


far greater union of hearts 6ne with another than there is, 


And this is thar, that exce!lent Writer Rayamnd+s de Sabunde Tic. 1 4, 


doth clearly demonttrate : For love ( ſaith he ) changes the 
will inco that which is chiefly beloved; - Andif that be 
ſome one thing which is common toall , and beloved of 
all then all choſe loves are uniced in one... And ſo there. 
would. be, perfe& unity among(t men ,.'and no man would 
have his own will, buc Gods Will. But when every man 
loves his own will primazily., hz then ſeeks that chiefly, op- 
poſes what oppoſes it, When men ,meet not inthe com- 
apts o* jj yo pe atng -firltly and chigfly » 
they oppoſe t-\tand in their light, and hence come 
ſirites,. and.yats,, and anumotities. , Ang. {9, fayes, Solomon , 
from Pride comes Contention. - Burif at mens hearts were 
bowed , they would inectly.clicapd cliÞ cogether,as anc 
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bowed, meer and make one Arbour, Oh how glo- 
rious were Ch , If the hearts of Chriſtians were 2s 
the heart of one man | If we had all;nat only che ſatne'Con- 
feſſion, as indeed we have inthe Apoſtles Creed , as to pure 
Fundamentals, but rhe ſame Catechiſm , the ſame form of 
Worſhip, and Rule of Diſcipline , and all ſet free both From 
homely rudeneſs in one extream, and vain ſuperttition in the 
other : ſure Iam, it was cecumenical Unity of all perſons and 
all ages our Saviour prayd forTo continue. in his Church. 

1, There is a foutfold Unity,ſay the Schooles : The firft and 
greareſt is, that which denies all diviſbiliry,and fo norhi 
diviſible is ove. And thus the divine nature ts only one - 

2, Is the Unity of compoſition , when ſeveral things are 
compounded together :-as water and earth make one lump,  - 
lang body make one man , and this may be divided and 
ſevered, hs 

3. Uniry of Aggregation ; as many things meeting to- 
gecher” in one : ſo many grains of wheat, or any other gtain 
makes one heap. Many people tn one Houſe make one 
Company; in one Church, make one Congregation, 

4. 1s Unity of Conformity , and this is threefold: 

1.Unity of Natute and Speczes, and ſo all individuals of the 
ſame Species are one, 'S0 Plato, Socrates, Peter, Paul, James, 
Tohy, are allone, 

2, Of Will, to will and wiſh the ſame things, 

2. Of Aion and operation,to joyn in the {ame work: as 
when many Souldiers joyn in fighting, many Labourers in 
reaping, &c. The fiſt Chriſt prayed nor for, which is impoſ(- 
ſible ro be in any Creature, nor pay for the ſecond. For 
the third he did, that we may be, as in Heaven we: per- 
fe&ly ſhall be, one colle&ed body. The fourth, he chief- 
ly aymed ar; in the two laſt branches of it, that we might 
will and iſh, judge and ſpeak the ſame things. And would 
Chriſt ray for any ching that is not glorious'and' excel- 
tenc ? t Nation is it that can ſubfift wirhout this > What 
Army can conquer without ic > This we ſhall find perfe&ly 

- obſerved by che Satnrs Triumphant in Glory,and ic ſhould be 


ſoughe by Saints Milieant in the way to Glory, - 


= 


- _—_ 


© The fcutth fold or complication of a wonder and a met- 

; is their invitation, implying both ſubmiſſion” and a de- 
Ge of reconciliation : It was ftrange, bur well they did fo, 
yea, the moſt probable way of their felicicy. The Kings re- 
turn was very probably the return of cheir ferclement in 

and all proſpericy. : This word, Retwry, - implyes , 
x. Their ſenſe of his abſence, 2. Their defire of his pre- 
ſence. 3, The ſecuticy given of his ſafety and honourup- 
on his Return. For nodoubt, the moſt bloody and treache- 
rous enemies he had, defired his preſence, not to deliver him, 
bucero deftroy him, So that this Meſſage, was as much as <0 
fay, Return andfeat not, Rerurn and welcome ; yea, thou 
and all rby ſervants. | 

But 1. Here is his abſence implyed, and the occaſion wor- 
thy out enquiry ; What! David gone from his people ? Little 
do wicked people confider, and as little able ate any to ex- 
preſs, how great their folly, and how abominable cheir pta- 
Riſe is, who drive and keep away 2 gracious, juſt and loving. 
Prince ? Is not chis ro quench our the lizhr of 7/rs 1? 2 Sam. 
21. 17. To drive the Sun out of our Horizon , and to draw 
upon our ſelves darkneſſe and confuſion 2 Ever fince we have 
- been without our Kinz, we have been bur che dark, neicher 
knowing where we are, or where ro bz, How have we ftum- 
bled and fallen over every new Government layd before us ! . 
Is not he called the breath of our Noftrils> Lan,4. ant 
what have we been all this time, ſuch eſpecially whoſe hearts 
dre with the King, but 2s ſo many dead men, our ſouls being 
4s it were ſequeſtred from our bodies , whilt out King was 
driven from is Kinzdomes ? 

2, Here is his preſence defired : Return thou, we defire 
to ſee you upon your Throne, and in your Preſence-Cham- 
ber ; wewill ſee your Palaces, and Royal Manſions ſhall be 
ready prepared and furnihe for you. 
© 2, Here is his ſafety and Honour provided ; ' not 
fafely, bur honourably, chearfully , j y received and wel- 
com'd home again. And this is that, which when we confi- 
dered the ftrength of the enemy, and rhe fucceſſe of their 
Forces, andthe continual x8 all vndertakings for the 

- 2 - King 


- 
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King. , we thought , in the ſight. of, fleſh and- bloog to 
be impotible , ac leaſt improbable ; but when we. conhde; 
red the Piety, Chatity, Humilicy, Mzekneſle, Clemency,angd 
the frequenc Prayers, Teares of the late good King, ang hoyy 
many ungratefull injuries, baſe affronts and: cruei uſages were 
offerd to him , we hoped then that ſo 'many' prayers and 
teares would not be unheard, and ſo: may injuries would 
not. be paſt by ; and the rather, becauſe his Son, our gracious 
King, was eficemed of ſober intelligent men, as a Son tread- 
ing his Fathers ſteps : Only here was the miſtake, inthe man- 
ner, we thought God would cut the way ofthe Kinzs Re- 
wrn by the ſword ;. but our gracious God hath. done it ina 
farre more happy , glorious way, than we did imagine and 
could conceive, The King is ſent for, and all his ſervants, 
a true figne of their love who ſent to the King to. Rex 
turn, that they loved his ſervants : For, if I love the King, 
I cannot hate, perſecute, or ſeek the deltruction. of ſuch- as 
L believe, have been true and faithfull ſervants to him... Yea, 
God hath granted.the King his own in his own way , and ac- 
cording to his own and his Fathers defires : that is, with love, 
and without blood-ſhed. And , though I never yet was at 
his Majeſties Cloſer-door, nor ever ſaw his Royal Bace ;. yer 
I do verily believe, and am fully perſwaded, ic hath been his 
conſtant and ardent prayer for many yeares together , that 
God would reſtore him to his. own again — the ſhed. 
ding of blood, and that God would bow the h®rrs of his 
SubjeRs to him. And, we may now ſay with joyfull hearts, 
as it 1s, Pſalm 21. 1 7. The King ſhall joy in thy 
f'reagth, O Lord, and in thy ſalvation boy greatly ſhall he 
rejoyce! Thow haft given him his hearts deſire, and haſt not 
withhol len the requeſts of his lips, &c, Yea, it now appeares 
that God did file up the prayers , and -bottle up the 
reares ſhed in Carwbrook-Caftle, and in other places by thac 
King of. rs-and. moſt precious of  Saines , whom my 
congue could hardly ever mention without teares : and who 
is he that will not now give thanks ? Surely, an evil ſpiric 
from the Lord hath their hearts in Fee-fEmple, that will nor 
be removyedby the ſweer Mafick of this Day ; For it may be 


(21) 
faid of almoſt the whole body of the Nation, as ic is, Eu 
9.3z4.' They joy before thee according to the joy in harveſt, 
ani as min rejoyce whenthey dinude the ſpoil. For thou haſt 
hrakgn'1 the: (yoak, of hisbur4n, and the. ſtaf- of his ſhouts 
dery the 'Red of ; hns-opore(: 2H” as inthe auy of Mic1an. The 
joy of - harveſt is for what labour hirh b-ou-ht 1n, the joy of 
dividing the ſpoil, 1, for whac hizard and victory hath 
broughe' in ; Bur our joy is for aitrang: Providence, an4 
an incomparable bleſſing obcain=d withour paines or hazard, 
A- bleſſing dropr'down/trom Heaven inco our lapps an bo- 
ſomes. And now what ſhall! werender to the Lotd for all his 
benefits 1 Salvation belongeth toi the Lord , and his bleſſings Pam 3. 8. 
wpon his people. The King cry:d to th: Lord with bis waver , nll 6 
and he heard h'm ont of his holy Hill, and thou oxely mkiſt 
him and us to dwell in ſafety, , Dathin, O Lord, blefſe the Plea 4. 8; 
righteous, with favour do thok compaſs him as with @ ſie. 
O let the wickedneſs of the wicked come to an end, but eſtubli } p;.1,, -, > 
the juſt. Thou haſt 1. aintained the Kmss right 'and his cau'e, 5.1. 4 . 
thou ſateſt ts the T hrone judging right. Thou haſt been a *Re+ verſe 9. 
fuge for the oppreſſel, a Refuge in times of trouble , he that 
knowsthy name will put his truſt in thee, for tho Lord haſt 
not, forſaken him that ſought thie., And: for this mew mercy, 
will we feng: a new ſong to thee, yea, to thee will we fing pray” 
ſes. "Thon ajone giveſt ſalvation to Kings : Thou' didtt deli- 
ver Cbarles the ſecond, thy ſervane from the hurcfull (ord, 
Thou did preſerve him here at home all-along thoſe ſharp 
Warres againſt his Royal Father ; and when he was torced to 
flye inco forcaign- parts for 'ſafety , as a bird flees to the Pſalm xx, 1: 
Mountaines,. the wicked bending their boy ,. and making 
ready their arrow onthe ſtring, thou haſt kepe him ſafe in a 
range land, Bleſſed be thy holy Name, that when he was 
called home unto his Northern Kingdom, that neicher the 
malice or filrhy lucre of any evil perſons made a prey of 
him, but that thou did prevent him with the bleſſings of pfalm 31, 34 
voodnefle ; thou didft fer a Crown of pure Gold ufon his 
head. And when his Rraighrs forced him into his Na- 
tive Kingdom, thou didft preſerve him in thoſe ſharp and 
dangerous encounters at Re and when after that he 

: "red be, 6 wes: 


verſe 10s 
Pſalm 144, 9 
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Pſalm 27.5, 4s hunted as Partridge in the Mourvaines , and was forced 
?7+5* into the Woods and Wilderneſs ; in rhe time of. trouble 
thou did hide him in thy Pavillion, in the ſecrer of thy Ta» 
bernacle didft chou hide him , and did(t ſer him up upon a 
Rock. And now is his head lifted up above his enemies raund 
abour him : therefore will we offer up in thy Tabernacles 
ſacrifices of” joy, The Lord was the Kinzs ſtrength and' his 
ſhield, his hearr ruſted in him, and he is helped. Therefore 
Pſalm 23. his hearc greatly rezoycerh, and wich his ſong will he praiſe 
thee, the ſaving; firengrh of his anoynced. For thine anger 
Phlmzo, enduretch buca moment, in thy favour is life, ſorrov hath 
endured for a night, but joy is now comeinthe morning, and 
thou hait turned his mourning into dancing , thou haſt put - 
off his ſackcloath, and girded him with gladneſs. Great were 
Plalm 3x. bis dange s andfirairs indeed, bur thoy haſt nor ſhut him up 
P;alm 3 11. 13, in the hand of the enemy, bur haſt ſer his feet in a large room, 
We have heard the ſlander of many, fear was on every fide 
whil(t they took counſel rogerhzr againſt him , rity deviſed 

co take away his lif2 : But he ruſted in th: Lord, and ſai 
Plaim 55.18, My timesare in thy hand, &c. He hath celivered his ſoul 4 

Pſalm 64, i. peace from the Barrel that was againſt him : The Lord hi 
im from the ſecret Counſel of che wicked , and from the 
inſurreftion of the workers of iniquity ; Thou, O'Lordywhich 
 Platm 71. 20: didft ſhew him great and ſore ade » haft quickned him 
again, thou halt increaſed his grearneſs and cotnforred him 
on every ſide. Thou diift ſeem indeed to caſt off, and ro- ab- 
Pſalm 8g. 38. hor, and to be wroth with thine anoynred ; thou didſt pro- 
fane his Crown by caſting it to the 2round : thou haſt broken 
down all his hedges,rhou didft bring his ſtrongHolds to twine. 
palm 18, 35, Bur chou haſt given himthe ſhield of thy ſalvation, and thy 
- right Hand hath holden him up, and thy centleneſs hath made 

him great. Praiſed be God, 


THE 


THANKSGIVING. 
FUNE 28. 1660, 


2 SAM. 19, I5, 
So the King returned, and came to Jordan ; and Judah 


came to Gilgal, to go to meet the King , to con- 
auf the King over Jordan. 


voy day indeed is, or ſhould be a 
T 


to our Maker,. Bur then we muſt diſtinguiſh, that every 
ks2iving, but not a da of Thankf- 


* 


TY 


ther ,” a good Cay, and a day of 


Loy peop'e* on uct, him over Jordan... 5+ wv place of [udahs 


: e meeting , andthar at Guo al... a place of 'greateſt recept 
Der - on this” (ide Tordan; and neareſt to S7-aj che place fo 
&« The con. "called from Gads rouling away .;the reproath: of Egypt 
grclr, wn el from 1ſracl. | LAN 
erp cer Obſ.x.Here fic we learn the wiſdome and piety of D4- 
"King tocondyt 4d , and what ſhould be in all gogd Prinze Which is, in | 
Him, . © . anamicable and peaccable way to clok&y people 
x: -, Iybmirripgro them: , ajchoughchey ,hava, gong aſtray for- 

mefly from their duty, Yea,though they had the:power 
of revenge in their hand, and could probably Gros, by 
int 


To Jordan, _ of his Return, and 1#dah came to meet him to 


home, ' David might , had 


2 
dint of ſword cat their wy 
__ this. way to. work, 
it be knew he had power enough with-himto overturn 
and overtop- the-ſtrength of. /a4ah, bur, as, he ſaich 3n 
the- Pſalms, be was for peaces. and thag. is2 far, berrer 
ay, than the way of war, either for Prince or People. 
think Cicero ſpake both truly and nobly , when he ſaid , 
Nihil hes 6197. pil bnc home. tetrins, fi aut civis aut 
home habendus «ft, qui bellam crmlerongupaſcr, Nething 
is more fowl and hideous , than that inhabitant of 2 Na- 
rior, 'or. that-man-:(-if it be fitting to germ him-gither an 


tave fayed, from requrning vj + 


inhabitant or a man) hat doth Juſt &wiſh: for a civil war. g, malle unum 
This was the good temper of - eAntonins Pius the Roman ſtreace civem , 
Emperour, who uſed to (ay as Scipio, he had rather ' ſave quam mille 
alive one true ſubj:&, than deftroy a thouſand of: big ene- boftss occidere. 
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David choſe rather to return-1n peace , than return 
with war, When Neptune and Minerva both contend- 
ed about dignity, Neptune ſaid he” invented water, a 


mol wefull Element : Minerva that ſhe invented the ' 


Qlive,, a moſt frujcfull cree., and the Emblem of fertili- 
iy», and of peace, and; ſhe carryed it from ;Neptave. 
There may be, I doubt not, many juſt cauſes of 'war: in 
the world , ; but there is no greater calamicy can beima- 
gined than a civil war: And I doubt whether there can be 
any juſt cauſe alledged of ſuch a broyl. - The gates of Ci- 
ties... ere - formerly the- Courts. of, Juſtice ,;., Genefs 
34+ 20, Dext. 22. 24, Ams-5, 10, -Nicetas am 

others ,, gives this reaſon-,' /+ cnntatis ppputrs offer 
pacificus, ins quam diſcordes iwgreds. non liceret. And 
Tome think , that the cauſe why God would have the 1/ra- 
elites chooſe a King of their. own native Countrey, Der. 
.T 7.15. and, not a firanger , was, that thege-might be a 
- moxe, firm, peace--berwixt, King-and, people upan theic 
- (if. Iimay ſo term. it). conſanguaity, «(It iswinry; that of 
. yrazxs, who gives the reaſon why. Exedi1 5.17, In Ele 
the. people had by FOVIgRee otfered- ro'them-twelve 


wells * 


LL I- 
. 


Dantur fontes 
ſecundum nu- 
merum 1 2.:1b, 
&c. 
Mendoz. 


Lib.4- Anciqu'= 
cap. 
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welis of water ; and he ayes, it was anſwerable to rhe 
weve Tribes, & fe gqualibtt Tr ibms babuit forme pry 
ſe, every Tribe had 
fal 


own yell , that there might de tio 
ling -out , as 'if God had no leſs in his providence 
taken care to:quetch the fite of diſcord y than the hear - 
of thicft, Thar of 7o/ephar- alſo is not to be {ligheed 
who gives this the cauſe why Exod. 16. 16. God woul 
have the people to garher every man an omet , and no 
More, becauſe if men had been lefr co gather as much 
as rhey would ,-the weakeſt would have wanted, and 
ſ6 thete-would have been ſome ſcuffling atid diſcord about 


che Mamah. Our Saviour, Mat. 24 7. gives this asa 


fign of the worlds enſuing deſtruction, that kingdome 


. ſhould riſe up againſt kingdom , and Nation againſt Na- 


tion : and no doubt ir is a fign of a Nations deftruion, 
_—_ party and power thereof ſhall riſe up again 
another, | | 


Applita. 1. Bleſſed be God therefore , and prayſed 
be his holy name , that our King is returned , ſo re- 
turned, 5. +. without any more trouble or difference re- 
curned in peace, yea,returned with peace , bringing with 
him affe&ions of peace ; yea, commands of peace. '- 
The dove is come back into the ark with - rhe Olive 
branch of peace , but the ravenous vulture or raven, 
the bird of the prey , we hope is quite flown , and ne- 
ver ſhall return again, We hope the waters are now well 


- abated from off the face of the catth, and that the over- 


flowing ſcourge of uſurpationand Tyranny is driven back, 
and oh that the Lord would be pleaſed to ſer the bow in 
the clouds, that he would give us ſome token for good 
that we ſhall be -over-run no more, And ro me there 
doth appear a very glorious rain-bow, which Chriſt the 
Sun-of Righreouineſs caſts by the beams of the holy Goſ- 
pel, uþon the following ſhowers of his own wotd,mens 

rts every where being elevated beyond their Any 
pitch , and ſetting forth the MMagnalis Des beyond ordi» 
nary expreſſion, 2, Lec 


by 
_ 2. Let usalſo make our return, let us return; to our for- 
mer Lawes, by obſerving them, to our former good cv- 
tomes by ufing them ; co our former obedience and all 
allegiance by continuing in them , bur let us not recurn 
with the dog to the vomit, left as ſuch, we be 
our of jthe door of heaven, for withour ſhall be goss, 


' We come now to King Davids retirement or ſtay by py; ,. 
the way, and that was at Jordan ; And perhaps that might 
be partly as hearing of the preparations that Judah made 
to meet him and condu& hun over order ; partly per- 
adventure to ſtay for eAmaſ's coming with his forces 
to guard him to his royal palace n ec 

Learn we hence, that it is the wiſdome of Princes to Obſer.1, 
ſet chemſelves in the way of - their peoples love and de- 
voire, Ir is no ambicion or vain-glory in the leaſt de- 
oree in them to prepare themſelves to receive expreffons 
of love, and duty, and gladnefs from their SubjeRs, then 
eſpecially when chey ſee their people bentupon: it, and 
their waving of it would ſeem rather a reſervation of an. 
ger, or a purpoſe of revenge than a ſelf-denial, Ic is 
not to be ſuppaſed that Dawid Rayed on the other fide , 
to ſee if Iordar would be driven back, and a way cut 
thorow che water for his paſſage: As for /ofhua,no doubr 
Davii might have had a Convoy there to have condued 
him over /ordan, bur he lik'd mych berter to have a Con- 
voy of his own native Subje&s, whoſe faces no doube 
he chirlied to (ee. 

- That as Kin, Devid was before hand with his SubjeRs Obſer.2. 
ig 4 meſſage of peace , for he ſends firſt , ſo is he before 
hand in his return in peace, for he cames firſt to Iordes , 
hefare /uda/” cames ta G:/gal. The morion of the King 
being like the Primwm mobile ; which being above: the 
arbes, moves them with its motion. King David moves 
forward firſt rowards th: men of ludah, and then the 
men of «dah move farward toward King David. 

That Nation is like Rb 2 blet and happy Niycions 
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where the Prince and Princes are moſt forward to peace, 
and molt forward to piety, ' Regis ad exXempluns totus come 
poxitnr orbis , Pſ, 148. The Pialmilt makes a catholick 
motion ta all theicreatures to praiſe God, Well, but whac 
creatures muſt lead the way 2? The high and moſt honours 
ablegrearutes muſt firlt move, : among(t animate creatures 
he names angels , they are thrones and dignicies , v. 2, 
praiſe him -all ye angels, and what afrer? Men: Ahd 
what men firit > Princes fir{t, and then all people, v. 
It. Kings of the eatth and all people. Thus 1s it in 
the other rank of creatures which are without life, 
Firſt-ſun and moone, - and then the middle: region , 
7.3. and4. and then [lower than that, the eatth, and 
then lower than that, the deepts, v, 7. Indeed no 
houſe joyned ſo near to the remplz as the Kings houſe, 
to ſhe that as they are neareſt. God in dignity, they 
ſhould be neareſt Godin ſanRiry, Yea, to come nearer 
to our inſtance. here, the firſt in offices of kindneſs 
and love; More ready to blefſe then curſe. Deut. 27, 
12. 13.-: what tribes: were the bleſſinz rrabes ? ſuch as 
deſcended from the free.woman , rhe other from the 
ſervants moſtly,” ro ſhew that the work of bleſſing is 


"moſt ſuitable ro the moſt noble and ingenuous, and 


the work of curſing to the meaneft. Ambroſe tells us, 
che maiſter Bee is larger then che re(+, but he never 
fungs, ſo ready is true majeſty ro clemency, 


eApplication, There is no difficulty to-dray this to out 
preſent occaſion, The Text and day falling in together al- 
molt in every part ; We have a King inboth , and here 
1s a water betwixr the King and his people, the King in 
the Text ſtayd b2yond the water for the condu&t of Judah, 
and- the King in' the day ftayed beyond the water for 
the conduR of his people in che navy , yea ſtayed for a 
time upon the water , till 4maſah and the reſt 
came to meet him ; He ſers himſelf both inoffenfively 
and + prudently , _. yea ' lovingly -in the' way of. his 
| people 


9 Y 

peoples joyfull reception of him, As he was firſt in 
the meſſage, ſo was he firſt in the motion towards 
a meeting. Our bufineſſe and duty is to bleſſe God 
for the leaſt ſtirrings, and the very ficlt procedures to- 
wards an happy cloting. It 15 ſome matter of joy to the 
mother, when the child begins but co tir in the womb, 
though the full rejoycing 1s not till the child be borne, 
Th:ie day-breakes and dawnings of ſertclement were 
praile-worthy in the Kings comin to the ſea-fide,expect- 
in2 a loyal and an honourable waftage over , in his 
ſerting forward to us ; and bleſſed bz God that our hopes 
wete nor: ifled in the womb ; but that there was a 
paſſage on forward;and tolay that forth, I mult paſſe on in 
my Text to the third general part,che mer of Julahs Exveſs, 
and Judah came to Cilzal, Cc, 


Judah came to Gilgal : that is , either the molt p,,, - 
of the people, or the belt of the people which are ; 
before called the men of J«d4h 3 that is, the Nobiliry 
and Gencry of J«d4«h with many of the chief Cirizens of 
Jernjalem , and that nothing may be wanting to the + 
remarkable fulneſs of the parallel , theſe were they that 
dwelt in the South-ealt of Paleſtine, which was the 
ſeat of J«dah , and the place of Jeruſalem, the cheif 
Metropolis of the whole Land ; happily there might be 
ſome cut of other tribes or counties, bur the maine body 
that appeared in the meeting of David, was of perſonages 
mhabiting th2 South-eaſt , art leaſt there were more South- 
eſftern men than of any one quarter. The very explica- 
rion of this faves me the labour of application afterwards; 

I hope there is but few ſo ignorant of the coaſts, as that I 
ſhould need to ſpread a map before them, 


Nay,yet more, I ſhall beforeI have done,finde outa G:/- 
gal in our Sonth-eaſt borders ;for thar City in Jewry was 
ſo called of the Lord, becauſe hehad there rowled away the 
reproach of Egypt Joſh, F- 9s And that reproach.of Egypt 

| . Was: 


* 
— 


Obſervy, 1. 


| 3c | " 
Was twofold , one that they had been Mlaves there , and” 
ondmen 3 and therefore ir was cailed the houſe of 
bondage; the other , that they had nor been circumciſed in 
the wilderneſs, and herein were b:come like to E 2 Ypt rams 
uncircumciſed; now both theſe reproaches were rowled 4- 
way , the former by their cor.ing into Canraas , the latter 
þy being circumciſed,thz former is implicicly laid down 
and to be under food , the latter is expreſly ſer our to be 
read, And truly whereſoever it was neare the ſea-coalts, 
that this late great appearance of Engliſh ſubje&s mer 
there leige Lord, it may well bz called aGi/2 el , as it puts 
us into poſſeſſion of one prevailedge , and puts us in hope 
of another correſponding to the two former. 
For firlt I hope, the reproach of our worſe than Egyp- 
tians {lavery, is rovied a way, whoſe miſery was almoſt 
like Canaans curſe , a ſervant, of ſervants ſhall hebe , we 
were ſubje&s unto ſubjects , yea to very ſervancs, thar 
having got up, tyrannized to ſome purpoſe, Yea, where. 
as for the ſakes of a few the land lay under the reproach 
of baſe diſloyalty and treachery to the King ,, I truſ} that is 
rowleda way in this meeting; and as for the other, I hope 
every one will do their part that ic may be done away , 
that we May not be lookt upon any longer as on an 
unbaprized nation in any part of it, which I look upon 
as 4 reproach co Us. | 
Noy for obſervation , this coming of Judah to Gilgat, 
reaches us firſt, 


That when we have begun a work of righteouſneſs 
or piety, we ſhould go on forward with it. It was nor 
enoygh for them to ſend a dutifull meſſage ro their 
King to encourage him to a returne , but it was their 


- duty to encour age him and aſſiſt him in his recurne, Ic 


is one thing ro ſay you' may come if you pleaſe ; an- 
other thing to premiſe him all honourable aſfiſtapge ar 
bis coming » Many begin well , bur are quickly at a 
an ,d Jen, 28. The angells upon ] cob; ladder were: al- 

wayes 
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wayes aſcendin2 or deſcending, none ſtanding fill : Bern. ic 
neceſſe eſt (piritum noſtrum ant proficere, ant deficere, Chriſt 
choſe to do goo works on. the Sabbath ; ro thew,, thar 
though we ſhould reſt from ſecular works on the Sabbath 
day, yet never ſhould reſt from doinz good, 1 Cor. 13.8. 
Chari: never failes : Duties likewiſe of humanity and hu-« 
mility ſhould never fail. 

That SubzeRts muſt be ready to ſhew all due regard, and Obſerv. 2. 
to give all good encouragement to their injuredand offen- 
ded Princes. King David had been much injured and pro- 
voked by a conliderable party in 7J#1ah. They could not 
therefore in common civilicy or common pallicy do leſs 
than go to meet their King; nay doubtleſs, what they did was 
tocxpreſs their love and hearty alacricy in receiving home 
their exiled Prince, Bux of this afterwards. 

They choſe G1/gal as their generall rendezvouſe to pur Obſerv. 3. 
themſelves into a fit Poſture to meet the King. Teaching 
us » not only to chuſe fir times , but alſo fir places for all 
worthy a&ions' or good enterprizes, The firteſt places for 
Hearing, and the ficteft for Praying, and the fitteſt for all 
civil ations. There is much choyce and wiſdome inali ſuch 
'thinzs. Circumſtances are very p:eſervative of, or very de- 
aructive to Subſtantials, 

We come now to the fourth part , which is the end of Parr, 4, 
their egreſs to G:/gal, and that is congreſins, to meet the 
King,and to teſtifie rheir readineſs and joyfulneſs in their re- 
ception of his royal Perſon, 

Andindeed this was not only a very ſplendid , but an hap- 
py, and not only an happy , but a fruitfull meeting. 
whileft I unfold it, and puryou into a window to- behold it, 
carry along in your thoughts the meering of our King and 
his ſubje& , and ſuppoſe that what is ſaid of the one 1s'ſpo- 
ken of the other : And in this one meeting 1 ſee ſeven. very. 
happy meetings, and very handſome Congreſſes, 

1, A meeting of ſtrengeh and Magnificence. 

2+ Of ſafety and Honour. | 

3. Of lawfull Government and true SubjeRion, 

4. Of Pardon and ſubmiſſion, 
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5. Of Mercy and Truth, 
6. Righteouſneſs and Peace, 
7. Rejoycing and Praifing. 
I. Strength and Magnificence, -You may imagine by what 
hath lately been at home , the firength that was at Gilgal | 
when 7dah the ftrongeſt Tribe was there ;-and ſure, if they 
be cloathed with ſoft Rayment that are in Kings Houſes, the 
would not offer to meet the King , as the Gibcomres did wit 
old clouted ſhooes, or thred-bare patche Coats ; it is ,very 
probable there appearedat Gi/gal the very bravery of Judah, 
therefore there was a meeting of ſtrength and magnificence : 
ſtrength in the multitude, and magnificence in-the Attire and 
accoutrement, ; 
2. Upon this, here is a meeting of ſafety and Honour. The 
King is ſafely .received from the number and loyalty of his 
people, and he is hoanourably received from the number and 
quality of his people : ſo that as Rrength and magnificence, 
ſo ſafety and honour waited upon him. And this we are com- 
manded to praiſe God for this day. For-there was a time 
when he could nor come for divers yeares into, his own 
Kingdoms, but with danger to his lite , and in: fear to have 
his honour laid inthe duſt, Pſal. 32.13. They took Counſel 
together againſt him they deviſed to take away his life. But 
noiv ( God be praiſed for it ) he hath preſerved his life from 
fear of the enemy, Pſa/. 64. 1. God hath ſhewed him the 
path of life, P/al. 16. 11. He asked life of the Lord, and he 
g42vVe it him, whileſt he preſerved his life in former. yeares 
when-dangers were round about him , wkeri the ſorrows of 
death compaſt him, and the floods of ungadly men made him 
affraid. In his diſtreſs he called on the Lord , and cryed unto 
his God, and he heard his voyce- out of his Temple. His 
Glory is great in thy ſalvation (O Lord) Honour and M- 
zeſty haſt thou laid upon him. oy 
2. Meeting of lawfull Government and loyal ſubje&ion. 
Abſolew was no lawfull Governour, and f/af, when tiey. 
ſet him up,or did acknowledge him,were no loyal ſubjects,for 


- the alliegance they did owe was to David, not to Abſolom. 


For a people with aRivity, approbation and contrivance = 
et 


ſer up a falſe power, curs the very finews of true Alliegiance, 
and ſuch potfibly a conſiderable part of F#dah had been. 
But nov, here is an havpy meeting of recovered true Supre> 
macy and tiue Alle tance. What before was law!ieſs, is now 
Hot only laivſull, but joyfull, nor only warrantable, buc ve- 
ry righteous. An ( od be blefſed, that our eyes have lately 
ſeen ſuch a meein2, that true and fai:hfu'l (tubje&s, and a 
true and lawfull P.ince have met together, | 
The fourth meering;, 1s of Pa:don and ſubmiion, Both , 
thouzh not expreſt, yec tobe ſuppoſed , who can ocherwile 
than imazine bur rhac the people did humbly ſubmic them - 
ſelves in this day of his power ; and who can think other , 
but that the King who pardon'd Shim i, and granted him his 
life for his own life,granced alſo 2 pardon to the men of J«- 
dah, who had not done after the fimilitude of Sh -:c;*; rrante 
Parnns who was pardoned for the time paſt for v hac he 
ad done, not for what- he ſhould after do, it he ſhould »f- 
fend again, and this only for his own life and Rzigne, Nor 
was It againſt Davids oath made to Shimes, to give 0-4-7 25 
Solomon to put him to death: for no doubt David cid know 
his diſpoſition and principles, as one likely on the |1k oc- 
cafion to be as impudent and inſulting as ever ; nor did D.:- 
vid order Solomon direAly to put him co death for thac of- 
fence, for then So/9men had done. ic withour-any furcher de - 
lay, but S2lomon did nor, only confined him to the line, gran- 
ting him a tether long enough. This leads me to the fifth 
meeting of Mercy and Truth which were here mer together, 
that is, mercy and faichfulneſs. - 

For, as Gods mercies to David were ſure , and therefore 
are called the ſure Mercies of David, and in that ſenſe Mzr- 
cy 'and Ttuth now met : ſo Davids mercies to his people 
and his enemies were ſure mercies, and ſo they mer agiin, 

6. Righteouſneſs and Peace met 1n this great meeting ; 
for, asin Warrs civil, eſpecially all unrighteouſneſs , crue!- 
ty, outraves do prevail, ſo that we may (ay, war and un'igh. 
zeouſneſs meet togerher, ſo Peace and Righceonſneſs meer 
together, For, inter arma non ſolum ſilent leges, ſed virtues, 
but in peace, wigent leges, vigent virtmes : and we know thar 


moral Vertues are concatenated, as Pindar in Olymp. 5% 
" opxyey 


bentey weydaars dperars, As there is not only peace bur 
a League amongſt the Vercues, ſo this peace is confirmed by 
peace. Oh bleſled is that meeting when King and people 
meet together in peace, eſpecially after a time of diſtance, 
and atume of broiles. 

Therefore in rhe ſeventh and laſt place, there wasin 


. this meeting a congreſs of rejoycing and praiſing God ; 


and this I conjeAure, though I find it not written , by 
what our eyes have lately ſeen, in which there was as much 
joy and praifing God by ſober and religious perſons, as ever 
was ſeen upon any occahion. We read, 1 Chron, 1 2. 40, there 
was joy in 1ſra:1 when David was inaugurated King, and 
why not when he was reſtored ; There was occafiqn , there 
was place for joy any bleſſing God. The end of this meer- 
in? is our Text to condu& the King over Jordan : that is, to 
bring him with honour into his native Kingdom. No doubt, 
it was a welcome conduct to him to be brought in by them, 
whom he ſtyles his Brethren, mis bones, and his fleſh.If he had 
had the condu&@ of alltte valiantett men and moſt honoy- 
rable perſonages of all the Nations round abour, it could nor 
have pleaſed the ſoul of David ſo well, as to have the men 
of Judah to fetch him home. 

If a mans wayes pleaſe the Lord, he wiil make his ene- 
mies to be at peace with him , andnort thar only , bur will 
reach both friends and enemies to ſerve and honour him , 
Prov. 1 1. 27. He that diligently ſeeks good, procures favour, 
yea , and procures honour, and ſervice, and-attendance, 
if God ſ:e it meet for him, Proverbs 14.28.In the multitude 
of people is the Kings honour, how much more when they 
ſhall meet together purpoſely in multicudes ro preſenc 
honour to him, Prov.21.21. He that followerh after Righ- 
reouſnels and mercy, findeth Life, Righteouſneſs and Honour, 
D.vid, nodoubr, did ſet his heart to do works of remarkable 
righteouſneſs and remarkable mercy, and he finds life, God 
preſerves him in the midſt of moſt urgent and imminent 
dangers, when his life was hunted and ſought for, and when 
they laid ſnares privily, ſaying, who ſhall ſee us, . Se- 
condly, Hz finds Rizhteouſneſs,vhich is Sum 01193 217+ 

e 


he hath his On given him again ; of which he wisurz 
- righeeouſly Yeprived. Thirdly, He finds honour, to have 
as much given him as poſſibly could be given at ſo ſhort 
warning, Righteouſneſs found, ſeems to be the ſuitable 
reward of Righteouſneſs done, and honour conferred, 
ſeems to be the reward of Alliance ro mercy beftowed'; 
and life ſeetmsto be the common reivard of both. He 
follows righteouineſs, and finds life, and he follows met - 
cy,and finds life, for life is defended by Juſtice, and ſaved 
by Mercy. 


How ready good ſubjefts ſhould be to make a fitting Ob/er.2. 


compenſation to their Kings and Princes for their itt- 
juries thar have been offered to them, David was baſely 
and un'ivorthily forced to fly out of the land , now there- 
fore they b:ing him back with honour. He was forced 
to ſlip away privately over Fordan ; now they make for 
him an honourable condu& ar' his return, Nil 1ans 
mſi votaſuperſunt, My Application of the Pcemiles 
ſhall be ſupplication with Thanksgiving. 

[The Kings glory s great in thy ſalvation ; ( O Lord ) 
Majeſty andHonour halt chou lai upon him. Thou haft gi- 
ven him ſafety after danger, boldneſs after fear , joy after 
orief, gain after loſs , eltavliſhment after exile, reltitution 
after perſecution, honour after dejeRion,reſt after pertur= 
bation, a Throne after a thorn , a Crown after a croſs, 
He fled away over this 7-rdas with little more than his 
aff, and now he is become according to thy grant and 
' his Right,. che King in aRual poſſeſsion of more than 
two great Kingdoms, What ſhall we render unto thee 
for what thou haſt done for him ? Praiſe is comely, buc 
itistoo little z we can give nothing ro thee, but what is 
thine own 3 bur alas ! what can ſuch poor beggars as we 
are give thee;BleſſedLord,thou giveſt us the grace to beg, 
that chou mayelt giveus the grace we do beg. Now fot, 
Jeſus his ſake, grant to our gracious King, increaſe of all 
Grace, perſeverance in allgood, Wiſceme in all difh- 
culties,Courage in all his noble enterprizes , Moderation 
in all proſperity, Patience in all adverſity , Succeſs in his 

un- 


aff 


"  andenakiogs; Honour in his archievemems, Joy in hi 

Crown and dignity. Bleſs him ( © Lord) with an obe. 

ple, a learned,pious and painkull Clergy ; are- 
ligious and loving Gentry , a loyal and gracious Nobilicy, 
2 juſt and couragious Magiſtracy , a wiſe and faithfull 
Counſel. Bleſs the rwo royal Brecheen , through thy 
Metcy here with us , and the two royal Siſters beyond the 
water. Let thy bleſsing reſt upon this honourable and 
happy Parliament, and upon thoſe wiſe Commanders 
- and loyal SubjeRts that have been inſtrumental in this 
great work, Finally ( O Lord) Bleſs his Majeſty with 
a long life, and*an happy Reign ; and when he muſt no 
longer reign over us, let him for ever reign with Chriſt, 


eAmenand 
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